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Cruzat: John Forbes & Co. vs. the Chickasaw Nation A Journal of an Indian

JOHN FORBES & CO., SUCCESSORS TO PANTON,
LESLIE & CO., VS. THE CHICKASAW NATION
A Journal of an Indian Talk, July, 1805
Chickasaw Nation.
July 17 [1805]. The Chiefs and Indians, General
Robertson and Silas Dinsmoor of the U. S. assembled
in Council 11 A M to make a treaty ; the business was
opened by G. Robertson who requested the Nation to
appoint their Interpreter. Malcolm McGee was then
appointed ; the Commissioners then shewed to the
Indians their respective commissions from the President which were acknowledged.
G. Robertson- The talk I now hold in my hand will
explain the reasons that has brought Mr. Dinsmoor
and myself to this ground. This after the desire and
wish of your father the President. The talk was then
read by Mr Dinsmoor stating that it was to relieve
them from debt and to prevent a dispute that might
happen between them and the Cherokees concerning
land to which each had a claim &c18th-Major Colbert replied by disputing the claim
of the Cherokees and on the other hand the good adNote.-The original manuscript of this journal is preserved
by Mrs. Heloise H. Cruzat of New Orleans, a descendant of
John Innerarity of Pensacola, the last surviving partner of Panton, Leslie & Co. and its successor John Forbes & Co. Mrs.
Cruzat has long been at work on the mass of colonial documents of Louisiana in the Cabildo at New Orleans, especially in
abstracting and translating an Index to the Records of the Superior Council; this work, which is a synopsis of the records, is
appearing continuously in The Louisiana Historical Quarterly.
With the same skill she has transcribed this journal, and though
parts of it have grown more. or less illegible, all but a few lines
are reproduced. For this work and for permitting its publication the editors express their thanks.
There will follow in an early number of the QUARTERLY a
similar journal of John Innerarity himself recorded during a
journey to the Indian country in 1812, and his observations at
a like talk with the Creek Indians.
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vice of their father, the President supported by the
Commissioners and an Explanation of Treaties ensued. Major Colbert then demanded that the letter
which I had proffered to read the day before from Mr.
Simpson should be read. I got Col. McKee who happened to be here at this time to give out the sentences
to the Interpreter, which he did with the greatest perspicuity, standing up beside him and explaining what
I conceived not to be well understood by McGee.
General Robertson remarked that the letter from
Mr Simpson has been read to you at your request; its
purport you understand. We have unfoulded freely
our business with you ; we have concealed nothing from
you that you ought to know.Major Colbert. We have frequently heard this debt
of Panton Leslie & Co talked of by travelling people.
I advised Mr Simpson, that if this debt was to be paid
in land to come forward and make his demand. I have
always thought that when one man contracted a debt
he was bound to pay it. It was not right that this
house should suffer. Those Indian debtors got from
them value. I have told the house that we are indebted,
that this claim ought to be paid. I sent a talk to them
that if the Chickasaws sold land to pay this debt they
would not sell in the same manner as the Chaktawz.
In consequence of this we will now give as much land
as will pay this debt provided we can agree upon a
price.
General Robertson wishes to know what land they
will sell and their price.
Maj. Colbert. Very good.
Majr. Colbert Begs that the President of the
United States and the Merchants will have Mercy on
his Nation in their present situation.Major Colbert. Last Winter we talked about the
claim of Panton Leslie Co against the Nation. We possessed the same opinion at that time that we do now.-

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol8/iss3/5

2

Cruzat: John Forbes & Co. vs. the Chickasaw Nation A Journal of an Indian

133
23d July 1805. [sic, indicating perhaps that this
part was written up afterwards.]
Major Colbert. We have agreed to pay the National
debts now, when is the day we shall see the money to
pay those debts.
General Robertson. Do you want an answer to the
question now, or do you wish to proceed further, before we reply.
Major Colbert. Yes, we want an answer now.
General Robertson. So soon as the treaty shall be
ratified, your order will be paid, for that on the whole
amount stipulated for.
Major Colbert. Where will this money be paid.
General Robertson. The Merchants in Nashville
will be glad to pay Money for Drafts on the treasury
of the United States, or the money will be paid at bank
as the parties may agree & I suppose whatever is due
to you Merchants would be more conveniently paid at
bank.Major Colbert. If the money could be paid near us,
it would be more accommodating.
The Commissioners acceeded that the money should
be paid in the Chickasaw Country if required.
Major Colbert. It is the wish of our people, that
if the house of John Forbes & Co Should hereafter
Credit our people-they should be obliged to look to
individuals whom they trust for their pay.
The Commissioners approved the proposal.
Major Colbert. I mean not that house only, but the
Merchants in every part.J. Gordon for John Forbes & Co. [sicl
Jy 18th After the Commissioners retired from the
Council at the request of the Indians who desired to
be by themselves I took occasion to shew them the letter that Major Colbert had a reference to when he said
that he had wrote to Mr. Simpson “that if the Chicka-
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saws sold land to pay this debt they would not sell in
the same manner as the Chactaws” George was then
informed that this letter was wrote under a mistaken
Idea, that the Chactaws wished to sell land to Individuals, which they had no power to do ; and could
have no alusion to price for in fact the Chactaws had
as yet sold no land, not even to the United States- I
then took the letter and insisted that George should
hear it read to know if it was the same letter he had
sent, of which he said he had a copy, and if it contained his sentiments: I then read the letter, he said
that it was the same he had sent and that it contained
his sentiments- I then observed that Mr. Simpson believed in his talks ; and on that account furnished the
Chickasaws with goods, referring at the same time to
the Conclusion of said letter of the 10th Octr 1804he said that the letter he had sent to Mr. Simpson
[sic] a short time afterwards George called me
into the Council and through the Interpreter Malcolm McGee asked. of us how it came to pass that the
same amount still stood against Levi Colbert, P.
Brown, McGillivray &c when they had paid off a
part.I replied that those were just and true accounts
two years since when they were drawn out; these were
the very accounts that were shewn to their father the
President, in order that he might form an Idea of the
quantity of land that would be requisite for their payment; that I believed that the total amount, if the accounts were made out to this day, would be nearly the
same ; for if some had paid off a part there were
others who had got more in debt: that even if I had
had the accounts drawn off at the very moment I set
out for the treaty, they would not now be exact; because there were four or five traders in Mobille while
I was on my way here (referring to Brown and MCGillivray) and consequently they would have owed
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more or less than the sum stated in the accounts I
would have brought with me-all the House wanted
was what was justly owing to it: and all they had to
do was to sell upon the liberal terms now offered them,
as much land as would be adequate to the payment of
that debt; to propose selling for a less sum than $12000
would not be worthy of the attention of their father,
the President, and perhaps a lesser sum would not defray the debt- George desired me to read the debts of
the Individuals, (which I had before, at his request
read to him in private), I then read them-George observed that there were therein the Debts of
Malcolm McGee ...................................... 50
james Gunn ...................................... 71
John McIntosh ...................................... 24
James Allen ................................................. 130
William Mizells ...................................... 486
John Gilchrist ......................................
63

41/2
41/2
41/2
51/2

These the Nation had no right to pay because they
were not traders, also the debt of George Colbert which
he had paid Turnbull and the debt of Zebulon Mathers
I replied the Debt of Mizells I will endeavour to
recover; the others who owe but small sums I conceived had traded in a greater or lesser degree: as for
Turnbull’s debts; the House had honestly paid the
money down for, I also thought that in answer to these
objections, they ought to consider how long the House
had trusted their property in their hands, without any
other security than their own honor. I then read accounts due since 1792. In justice these accounts should
bear interest but Mr Simpson left generously the payment of interest to your own optionGeorge Colbert said that it was all very well, but
the Indians could never be made to understand anything about interest; he added: “I would think very
hard if he put me into his corn field to work without
pay; I have many things to look after at home but cannot attend to them on account of this treaty. If I bring
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this business to bear, I shall have a claim on Mr Simpson and on the United States for my services."I replied that Mr Simpson was grateful and would
faithfully represent to him his services. I was then
informed that I might leave the Council which I accordingly did19th All this day the Indians were from time to
time in Council ; and the treaty from report was in a
very wavering condition- I had a private conversation with George I told him that the high esteem Mr
Simpson had for him, and that he considered him as his
friend ; that Mr Simpson was liberal, and his services
would be rewarded ; he told me that Mr Simpson
would be paid and walked into the Council.
20th The Indians still in Council- after supper
the Chiefs still sat till a late hour; I was called out
of bed and asked how these accounts were not correct?
that McGillivray and the Browns had paid. I asked
them if the accounts rendered to these men did not
show what they had paid? I was answered in the affirmative. I repeated what I had before said that it
was now two years since these accounts were made
out; they were made out in order to present to their
father, the President, with those of the ChactawsI was then asked how these accounts could be made
out when they gave no orders to that purpose ; that
their letter was only sent down to Mr. Simpson last
fall ; they added this looks as if the House wanted to
take advantage of us. I replied that it took some time
to arrange those accounts and carry on business at the
same time: that a merchant had a right to make out
his accounts when he pleased, in order to have them in
readiness; for they must be paid at some time and in
some manner. But that these accounts were not carried to the President without their approbation nor before the receipt of their letter. that they ought to have
a better opinion of the House of their friend Mr Forbes
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than to suspect that he wished to cheat them after the
many proofs they had of the correctness of the accounts rendered them and the fair and open manner
that the House had always dealt with them ; that they
would have conceived it very hard if in order to have
these accounts correct at this day, the House had
stopped their supplies. All Mr Simpson wants is the
just debts to be paid, but he has long laid out of his
money, he now wishes a speedy payment, and the only
way to do it, is as he advises you ; let an order be
drawn out for the amount of the money the nation appropriates for the payment of their debts to that
House, say $12000 payable to the order of that House ;
I as their agent will give from under my hand that
the accounts shall be justly settled, as they have always been, and the overplus whatever it may be faithfully remitted to the Nation. I will only add one word
more- I wish you to recollect, as I have before said,
how long has the House trusted their property in
your hands and I would then ask why you should be
afraid to trust the small sum that may be coming to
you on settling in their hands?- George Colbert
said that they did not think that the House wanted to
cheat them, but they thought it hard that the Nation
should pay the debts of those white men such as Miz e l l s - I then offered that on having the order signed
before the Commissioners, I would give them a paper
expressly mentioning the names of those white men
that they objected to, that their debts should not be
included in the Nation’s and that the House would
take on themselves to recover them.George observed that it was difficult to make the
Indians understand those things, that it was very late,
and for this night they would retire to rest.21 - The Indians in Council all this day by themselves, in the forenoon a report was spread abroad
that land for the $12000 to pay the House was given

Published by STARS, 1929

7

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 8 [1929], No. 3, Art. 5

138
up by the Nation, equal to the quantity demanded by
the Commissioners ; the Chief Ockoy having at last
agreed as to the quantity, who had withheld his vote
for a considerable time- In the afternoon the
traders then went in Council to plead for the payment
of their debts also; here stout arguments took place on
both sides and they came to no conclusion for this
d a y - during the debates as George was several times
not in Council I endeavoured to talk with him, but
could not without appearing to importuning on account of the flocks of Tennesseans which were continually with him and his brother Levi selling them callicoes, trinkets, &c., I then had recourse to Col. McKee
who did not appear as an interested person and to
whom George often spoke in confidence, to endeavour
to make George understand the Business and Counteract the bad advice that I plainly perceived was given
George by those Tennessee people : they had additional
consequence by the Chiefs observing their intimacy
with General Robertson, whose influence in this nation is extraordinary: add to this their coming with
full pockets, and paying the expenses of this treaty for
which George & Levi Colbert, were the Contractors,
taking Bills from the Commissioners to be paid in
Nashville &c &c.
22d - This day the Business of the treaty came to
a final conclusion, they gave up land for $12000 to pay
the House-and after loud debates Ockoy, who again
stood single, gave up land to pay the traders also as
per treaty: he then shook hands with General Robertson, & the treaty was to be made out & signed to-morrow-Ockoy then harangued the red men, which was
not interpreted, but I understood through some of the
Interpreters, that it was not to blame him for what
they had now done, they had agreed by mutual consent to pay their merchants, & that the door was now
open to them that they had also paid off their traders
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and general satisfaction was spread throughout; but
little of it fell to my share: my business was not settled & I was determined to have a conversation with
George. I went to him with Malcolm McGee, to explain
the order which Mr Dinsmoor drew out privately for
m e - I explained to him my intentions he replied that
I was a man in which the House had placed confidence
in, that certainly I had heard him tell General Robertson that we were to be merry to say & do no more
business that he had rather too much whiskey in his
head to do business & surely I would not wish to force
a man in that condition to do business- I told him
I was sorry for the intrusion & we would talk of it tomorrow- he agreed.23d The treaties were made out this morning, Col
McKee was called aside by George and as Col. McKee
afterwards told me asked his advice about giving the
order, McKee told him that he was not an advocate in
the first place-for the nation to pay the debt of Individuals: but since they had promised and now performed they ought to go through with it like men; all
that Mr Simpson wants is a speedy payment;and it will be for his interest, as well as a convenience
for the nation if you give an order in favor of your
merchants-the Col according to my instructions told
him he knew Mr Simpson to be liberal, this George
seemed to wish explained in more unequivocal language, the Col. then said if the order is given, through
your interest, I will be answerable that Mr Simpson
shall pay you 400$ for your services ;-the Col. told
me he did not know for a certainty, but he was of opinion if I did not get an order for the whole, I would at
least for a part perhaps 10,000 and probably for the
whole, but advised me not to appear anxious or say
anything to him on the business, until the treaty was
signed about mid Day the treaty was signed and
I saw the Chiefs would in a short time go off, I then
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took George to one side, with, the Interpreter and
endeavoured to read and explain the order but he interrupted me several times saying he understood it,
I made out to tell him that the reason I put the sum
of 12000$ was that, that sum was given up by the
universal consent of the nation, for the purpose of
paying the House, and that I would give the paper
stating that the accounts should be justly settled and
whatever might be coming to them, should be given to
them by the House: that I wanted both papers signed
before the Chiefs, and Commissioners who are now
present--- George said to let him finish one business
before he began another-- I replied certainly: but
I hoped that if he had not time now, that he would not
forget this business.-he then went and talked to the
General of a reserve he should have made in the
Treaty, of some land for a man named John Gordon
& Co. [sic] but the Treaty was signed and could not
be altered.from this moment I saw, he, George only wanted
to put off the finishing of my business. He at last
called me to one side, along with Malcolm McGee, and
told me that I might be sure of the payment of the debt
due the House. I told him I did not doubt, but that
the House would be paid: but it was a hard thing,
that I should go home without any security to Mr
Simpson for the payment of the debt - George said
that the money was to be paid in the nation, and then
the House should be paid, that they could not be paid
before the money came.- I then asked George, if he
meant that all the debts should be paid that may be
due on the arrival of the money in the nation ; if so,
what security (I demanded) had /the House for giving
the nation a farther credit- George replied, he did not
believe there would be much more owing when the
money came, than the amount now due the House ;
that he had sent his horse down twice for Articles ;
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both times they had come up light: he had sent for
salt, and could get none- I told him that we were entirely out of salt, at that time ; or it would not have
been refused him- he, George, observed further, that
the same thing was told the Indian, but when the
Indian shewd he had a little money, some salt was
found - I replied he might be assured that the Indian did not properly explain himself to have been
sent by him, George, or of what little salt was there,
he would have had a share--- George said, he only
mentioned those things: they are not relative to the
payment of the Debt due the House, which will be
faithfully paid : and Mr Simpson has no reason to be
uneasy about itI again urged the signing of the order; at the same
time informing him, that the reason I was so pressing,
was that the King and Chiefs were about to leave the
Treaty Ground - George replied that after they
were gone, he would still be there-here our conversation ended
25. Nothing further was done until to-day when
we had all moved down to James Colbert- the Commissioners were adjusting their accounts ; and designed to set out immediately- I then drew out an
instrument as a kind of bond for George to sign, binding on him to have an order given, so soon as the accounts were settled, and for which purpose he was to
have a man appointed and sent down to Mobile in 60
days from the date of the Instrument--I explained
this to him through James Colbert, who has really
been a warm and true friend to the House in all this
difficult business. I thought then he would have signed
it, before the Commissioners, but he desired me to
go along with him to the Widow McIntosh, at the same
time desiring General Robertson, to stay untill we came
back. I found there Col McKee, and the Interpreter
Malcolm McGee, who has great influence with George.
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He informed me and the Col. he was going to write to
Mr Simpson, and then wrote the Letter I carry with
me, of which he took a copy. He, George, expressed
himself seemingly with the strongest language and
said so soon as the money came, he would write to Mr
Simpson, and that moment (knocking at the same time
with his whip on the ground) the money shall be paid :
the Col thought this letter was as good a security as
I could expect, and as good as George had the power
to give: this letter was interpreted by McGee and read
to him, who acknowledged the letter, ascertaining the
true sentiment of George Colbert.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol8/iss3/5

12

